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Is Jesus really the only way to salvation? 

Aren’t Christians being very arrogant and intolerant to  

claim that Jesus Christ is the only way to God and  

that all other religions (or ways to God) are wrong? 

Introduction 

One of the most common objections raised by people to the claims of Christianity has to do with the 

issue of exclusivity. How can Christianity claim to have the only truth and thus all other religions are 

wrong? How can it be that Jesus Christ is the only way to God and the only hope for salvation, and all 

other paths are false? 

Surprisingly, these questions are not only being raised by non-Christians but also by many Christians 

today. According to a poll conducted by the Barna Research Group, it is revealed that 43% of “born 

again Christians” agreed with the following statement: “It does not matter what religious faith you 

follow because all faiths teach similar lessons about life.” 

Before we consider these questions, we need to make sure we agree on what is meant by the words 

being used, and what the question really is. 

Although these questions are very real and important, many people who ask these questions 

misunderstand the claims of Christianity, especially when the vocabulary of “exclusivity” is used. 

Firstly – What is NOT meant by Christianity being Exclusive? 

- Christianity is NOT exclusive in the sense that it is limited to a specific social class, ethnic 

background or national identity. In this sense, the Christianity of the bible is the very 

opposite – being totally inclusive of people from EVERY background… 

Romans 10:12-13  For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile — the same 

Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on him, 13 for, "Everyone who calls 

on the name of the Lord will be saved."   

Colossians 3:11 Here there is no Greek or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, 

barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all.  

- Christianity is NOT exclusive in terms of the benefits of salvation being offered to any 

specific group of people. The benefits of salvation, namely being made right with God, 

having your sins forgiven and experiencing God’s blessings in this life and eternal life in 

heaven after death – all these benefits are offered freely to all people  

John 3:16-18  "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that 

whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not 

send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through 

him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe 

stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God's one 

and only Son. 
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- Christianity is NOT exclusive in terms of requiring any pre-requisite on the individual’s 

previous way of life or moral standing. 

Romans 3:22-24 … There is no difference, for all have sinned and fall short of the 

glory of God,  and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came 

by Christ Jesus. 

1 Corinthians 6:9-11  Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of 

God? Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers 

nor male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders nor thieves nor the greedy nor 

drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. And that is 

what some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were 

justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.  

Secondly then, What IS meant by Christianity being Exclusive? 

The answer to this question can already be found in the verses quoted above. All the verses 

above show that Christianity is open to all, it is offered freely to all, and it does not require 

any moral standards to be observed prior to acceptance. In this sense it is probably the most 

INCLUSIVE of all the religions in the world.  But the verses above also clearly highlight the 

very specific EXCLUSIVE aspect to Christianity – namely that all the benefits of salvation are 

totally bound up in the person and work of Jesus Christ. 

So in terms of the members of Christianity, it is totally inclusive of all people – but in terms 

of its mediator (or the means) – it is exclusively linked to Jesus Christ alone. 

John 14:6 Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to 

the Father except through me. 

Acts 4:12 Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven 

given to men by which we must be saved."   

It is thus important when considering the question of Christianity being exclusive, that the correct 

understanding of the use of vocabulary is being spoken of. Christianity is open to all, but only on the 

basis of the exclusive claims of Jesus Christ. 

This already partially answers the question regarding the statement that Christians are being 

arrogant to make claims of exclusivity. Any Christian who seeks to exclude anyone from 

understanding the Gospel of Jesus Christ and thereby preventing someone from coming to faith in 

Jesus is most definitely not acting in accordance with the bible and the teachings of Jesus. 

Unfortunately however, much of this has taken place in the history of the church and continues 

today. This is wrong and should never be condoned or supported since this kind of exclusivity is not 

taught in the bible.  

Sadly, we see how easily this tendency to exclude people is part of our sinful human nature. Even 

the disciples of Jesus were seeking to screen out those who had access to Jesus, and so in Luke 18:16 

Jesus has to rebuke them for not letting the little children to come to him. We must thus take care 

that those who have become Christians purely by the free grace and mercy of God, do not ever drift 

away from that personal understanding of the Gospel – and thereby exclude others from being 

exposed to and encouraged to have faith in Jesus Christ . This would most definitely be arrogant and 

would be a sin against God and his purposes of Salvation.  
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So when we speak of the exclusivity of Christianity, we are speaking of the exclusivity of Jesus Christ 

as the only way for a human being to be saved and to be placed into a right relationship with the 

Holy and Sovereign God. 

 

The Only One Way? The Exclusivity of Jesus Christ and the Gospel  

The following section is mostly taken from a sermoni and paper by Dr. Bruce Wareii, and an article by 

Dr. John Ankerberg.iii Other articles are referenced at the end for further reading. 

Two Questions, Three Positions 

 

Three positions (or religious world views) abound today on the question of whether Jesus Christ is 

the only way to salvation. All three can be detected by how each answers the following two 

fundamental questions:  

First, Is Jesus the only Savior? More fully: Is the sinless life of Christ and his atoning death and 

resurrection the only means by which the penalty of sin is paid and the power of sin defeated?  

Second, Is faith in Christ necessary to be saved? More fully: Is conscious knowledge of Christ's death 

and resurrection for sin and explicit faith in Christ necessary for anyone to become a recipient of the 

benefits of Christ's atoning work and so be saved? 

The three positions which a person can take on this matter of faith and truth are known as 

Pluralism, Inclusivism and Exclusivism. Brief definitions of these views are given at the end of this 

paper. Well, how then do these three positions respond to the two questions posed above – i.e. “Is 

Jesus the Only Saviour?” and “Is faith in Jesus Christ necessary to be saved?”  

 

Pluralism answers ‘No’ to both questions. The pluralist believes that there are many paths to God, 

Jesus being only one of them. Since salvation can come through other religions and religious leaders, 

it surely follows that people do not have to believe in Christ to be saved. 

 

Inclusivism answers ‘Yes’ to the first question, and ‘No’ to second question. To the inclusivist, 

although Jesus has accomplished the work necessary to bring us back to God, nonetheless, people 

can be saved by responding positively to God's revelation in creation and perhaps in aspects of their 

own religions. So, even though Christ is the only Savior, people do not have to know about or believe 

in Christ to be saved. 

 

Exclusivism answers ‘Yes’ to both questions. The exclusivist believes that Scripture affirms both 

truths. First, that Jesus alone has accomplished the atoning work necessary to save sinners, and 

second, that knowledge of and faith in Christ is necessary for anyone to be saved. The remainder of 

this article offers a brief summary of some of the main support for these two claims.  

 

Q1: Is Jesus Christ is the Only Savior? 

 

Why think that Jesus is the only Savior? Of all the people who have lived and ever will live, Jesus 

alone qualifies, in his person and work, as the only one capable of accomplishing atonement for the 

sin of the world. Consider the following ways in which Jesus alone qualifies as the exclusive Savior. 
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1. Christ alone was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of a virgin (Isa 7:14; Matt 1:18-25; Luke 

1:26-38), and as such, he alone qualifies to be Savior. Why does this matter? Only as the Holy Spirit 

takes the place of the human father in Jesus' conception can it be true that the one conceived is 

both fully God and fully man. Christ must be both God and man to atone for sin (see below), but for 

this to occur, he must be conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of a human virgin. No one else in the 

history of the world is conceived by the Spirit and born of a virgin mother. Therefore, Jesus alone 

qualifies to be Savior. 

 

2. Christ alone is God incarnate – God in human flesh (John 1:1-18; Hebrews 1:1-3; 2:14-18; Phil 2:5-

11; 1 Tim 2:5-6). As such, he alone qualifies to be Savior. As Anselm argued in the 11th century, our 

Savior must be fully man in order to take the place of men and die in their stead, and he must be 

fully God in order for the value of his sacrificial payment to satisfy the demands of our infinitely holy 

God. Man he must be, but a mere man simply could not make this infinite payment for sin. But no 

one else in the history of the world is both fully God and fully man. Therefore, Jesus alone qualifies 

to be Savior. 

 

3. Christ alone lived a sinless life (2 Cor 5:21; Heb 4:15; 7:23-28; 9:13-14; 1 Pet 2:21-24), and as 

such, he alone qualifies to be Savior. As Leviticus makes clear, animals offered as sacrifices for sin 

must be without blemish. This prefigured the sacrifice of Christ who, as sinless, was able to die for 

the sins of others and not for himself. But no one else in the history of the world has lived a totally 

sinless life. Therefore, Jesus alone qualifies to be Savior. 

 

4. Christ alone died a penal, substitutionary death (Isa 53:4-6; Rom 3:21-26; 2 Cor 5:21; Gal 3:10-

14), and as such, he alone qualifies to be Savior. The wages of sin is death (Rom 6:23). And because 

Christ lived a sinless life, he did not deserve to die. Rather, the cause of his death was owing to the 

fact that God the Father imputed to him our sin. (2 Cor 5:21) The death that he died was in our 

place. No one else in the history of the world has died because he bore the sin of others and not as 

the judgment for his own sin. Therefore, Jesus alone qualifies to be Savior. 

 

5. Christ alone rose from the dead triumphant over sin (Acts 2:22-24; Rom 4:25; 1 Cor 15:3-8, 16-

23), and as such, he alone qualifies to be Savior. The Bible indicates that a few people, other than 

Christ, have been raised from the dead (1 Kings 17:17-24; John 11:38-44), but only Christ has been 

raised from the dead never to die again, having triumphed over sin. The wages of sin is death, and 

the greatest power of sin is death. (1 Cor 15:55-57) So, Christ's resurrection from the dead 

demonstrates that his atoning death for sin accomplished both the full payment of sin's penalty and 

full victory over sin's greatest power. No one else in the history of the world has been raised from 

the dead triumphant over sin, never to die again. Therefore, Jesus alone qualifies to be Savior. 

 

Conclusion to Q1: Christ alone qualifies as Savior, and Christ alone is Savior. Jesus' own words could 

not be clearer: "I am the way, and the truth, and the life.  No one comes to the Father except 

through me" (John 14:6). And the Apostle Peter confirms, "And there is salvation in no one else, for 

there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved" (Acts 4:12).  

These claims are true of no one else in the history of the world. Indeed, Jesus alone is Savior.  
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Q2: Is Faith in Christ is Necessary to be Saved? 

 

Why think that faith in Christ is necessary to be saved? The teaching of the apostles is clear, that the 

content of the gospel now (since the coming of Christ) focuses directly upon the atoning death and 

resurrection of Christ, and that by faith in Christ one is forgiven of his sin and granted eternal life. 

Consider the following passages that support the conviction that people are saved only as they know 

and trust in Christ as their Savior. 

 

1. Jesus' own teaching shows that the nations need to hear and repent to be saved (Luke 24:44-

49). Jesus commands that "repentance and forgiveness of sin should be proclaimed in his name to all 

the nations, beginning from Jerusalem" (Luke 24:47). The people Jesus here describes are currently 

both unrepentant and unforgiven. To be forgiven they must repent.  But to repent they must hear 

the proclamation of Christ's work in his name. And this is true for all the nations, including Jews who 

haven't trusted Christ. Jesus does not envision the "nations" as already having saving revelation 

available to them through creation or other religions. Rather, believers must proclaim the message 

of Christ to all the nations for people in those nations to be saved. 

 

2. Paul teaches that even devout Jews, and everyone else, must hear and believe in Christ to be 

saved (Romans 10:1-4, 13-15).  Paul's heart's desire and prayer is for the salvation of his fellow 

Jews. Even though they have a zeal for God, they do not know that God's righteousness comes only 

through faith in Christ. So these Jews, even though pious, are not saved. Whoever will call upon the 

name of Christ (see Rom 10:9 along with Rom 10:13) will be saved. But this requires that someone 

tell them. And this requires that those are sent. Missions, then, is necessary, since people must hear 

the gospel of Christ to be saved. This point further clarifies that sincerity or zeal for God apart from a 

knowledge of Jesus Christ is not enough.  

 

3. Cornelius's story demonstrates that even religious Gentiles must hear and believe in Christ to be 

saved (Acts 10:1-2, 38-43; 11:13-18; 15:7-9). Far from being saved before Peter came to him, as 

some think, Cornelius was a religious (10:2) Gentile who needed to hear of Christ, and believe in 

Christ, to be saved. When Peter reports about the conversion of the Gentiles, he declares that only 

when he preached did Cornelius hear the message he needed to hear by which he would "be saved" 

(Acts 11:14; cf. 15:8-9). Despite his piety and devout religiosity, Cornelius needed to hear the 

proclamation of the gospel of Christ to be saved. 

 

Conclusion 

So what then about all the other religions in the world?  If there is only one true God, then there 

should be only one true way of salvation because the way of salvation must be consistent with the 

nature of the one true God—His grace, love, mercy, truth, etc. As Dr. Robert Morey comments,  

“Logically, since all religions contradict each other, there are only two options open to us. 

Either they are all false, or there is only one true religion. If there is only one God, there will 

be only one religion.” Perhaps it is really the person who objects to this who is being “too 

narrow” to accept the truth.  

Christianity is indeed exclusive—it claims that only those who believe in Christ will find salvation—

but it is not narrow-minded, intolerant or bigoted. People can be broad-minded or narrow-minded 
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but not ideas. Ideas are neither broad nor narrow—they are true or false. The claim that Christ is the 

only way of salvation is either true or false. This can be determined only on the basis of the evidence 

we have considered above… 

The Bible makes it clear that the one True God is holy and has been sinned against by every human 

being. This places all people in the same boat – that’s true inclusivity! All have sinned and fall short 

of the glory of God. We all remain under his wrath unless our sins are somehow atoned for. These 

are the facts from God’s perspective – as he has revealed them to us. 

But God in his love and mercy has made a way for us to be saved. God has determined the only way 

which allows himself to remain perfectly holy and just (by punishing all sin), and yet at the same time 

by allowing him to forgive sinners and to set them free from the power of sin and death. This way, 

this unique way, is not figured out by man and achieved by man, but is revealed by God and 

achieved by God. 

The 2nd Person of the Triune God, Jesus Christ, became a man and lived a perfect sinless life. The 

very thing we could never achieve (perfect righteousness) is the very thing which Jesus achieved for 

us. The very thing we could never escape (death and eternal punishment) is the very thing he 

suffered in our place. Only by being fully God (i.e infinite in righteousness) and also fully man (able to 

suffer our punishment in our place) was Jesus able to be everything that we need to be reconciled to 

a holy God.  

If all roads lead to God, then why would God require that his own son become a man to suffer and 

die in our place? Surely if there was another way (or many other ways) – then Jesus would not have 

needed to die. 

Did Buddha die for our sins? Did Mohammed die for our sins? Did Lao Tze, the founder of Taoism?  

Did Moses? Did Zoroaster, the founder of Parsism? Or Guru Nanak, the founder of Sikhism? None of 

these men ever claimed to do this. Put another way, isn’t it rather startling that not one of the  

founders of a religion ever claimed that he solved the problem of human sin and death, the most 

fundamental human problems of all? J. I. Packer once noted, “No philosophy that will not teach us 

how to master death is worth two pence to us,” and L. P. Jacks wrote in The Inner Sentinel, “No 

religion is worth its name unless it can prove itself more than a match for death.”  

If God has provided and revealed his own perfect way of reconciling sinful people to himself, and 

thereby dealing with all their sin and rebellion, and so guaranteeing them an eternal inheritance of 

life – is that not amazing wonderful news? Especially when we see that God’s own solution to mans 

problem was the only possible and most costly solution – the incarnation of his own son to live and 

die in our place? 

Doesn’t this beg the real question we should be asking… 

Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world 

to save sinners… For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith — and this not from 

yourselves, it is the gift of God— how shall we escape if we ignore such a great salvation? 

(1 Tim 1:15; Eph 2:8; Heb 2:3) 
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Definitions (From Theopedia): 

Pluralism sees all religions as legitimate and valid when viewed from within their own cultural 
background and tradition. The general conception is that no one religion has an exclusive claim on 
the truth, but all constitute varying conceptions of the Ultimate Reality.  

In John Stott’s opinion, “Pluralism is an affirmation of the validity of every religion, and the 
refusal to choose between them, and the rejection of world evangelism.”  

According to Rick Rood, “Religious Pluralism is the view that all religions are equally valid as 
ways to God. Pluralists often refer to the fact that, just as there are many paths up Mt. Fuji, 
so there are many paths to God. Differences among the religions are superficial; they all lead 
to the same goal. This is the epitome of tolerance and relativism." 

"Inclusivism posits that even though the work of Christ is the only means of salvation, it does not 
follow that explicit knowledge of Christ is necessary in order for one to be saved. In contrast to 
pluralism, inclusivism agrees with exclusivism in affirming the particularity of salvation in Jesus 
Christ. But unlike exclusivism, inclusivism holds that an implicit faith response to general revelation 
can be salvific. God expects from man a response proportional to the light given. Saving faith is not 
characterized so much by its cognitive content as it is by its reverent quality." 

Exclusivism (in Christianity) refers to the fact that orthodox Christian doctrine maintains only faith in 
the Jesus Christ of the Bible leads to salvation or heaven. Christianity is exclusive in that its teachings 
indicate that the faith of other sects or religions will not lead to eternal life; or in other words, that 
Jesus Christ is the only true way to God. This is contrary to today's pluralistic environment, which 
would suggest that, as in the old saying "all roads lead to Rome", so all faiths indeed lead to God.  
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